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MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Whidbey Island Community Orchestra is to foster a positive musical experience for its musician members and the community for whom we perform.  We perform for the love of music and for the opportunity to spread the joy of music to Whidbey Island audiences, be they residents or visitors.

WICO CONDUCTOR AND ORCHESTRA COORDINATOR MESSAGE

Welcome to the 2010-2011 concert season.  Whidbey Island Orchestra’s board of directors is working hard to continue the good reputation we’ve established as a community orchestra and an important part of the island’s vibrant arts culture.  Your participation will help achieve that goal.  

Glad to see you here. Let’s play!

Chris Harshman, Conductor

Jeff Stiern, Orchestra Coordinator & Percussionist 
Dale Stirling, Transitioning Orchestra Coordinator & Tubsit
2010-2011 CALENDAR

Rehearsals are 6:00-7:30 with a 15 minute break (some sectionals may be scheduled)

Fall Concert 2010

Sept. 16

Sept. 23

Sept. 30

Oct. 7

Oct. 14

Oct. 21

Oct. 28

Nov. 4

Nov. 11 Dress Rehearsal
Nov. 12 Concert
Holiday Concert 2010

Nov.18

Thanksgiving break

Dec. 2

Dec. 9

Dec. 16 Dress Rehearsal
Dec. 17 Concert
Winter Concert 2011

Jan.  6

Jan.  13

Jan.  20

Jan.  27

Feb. 3

Feb. 10

Feb. 17

Feb. 24

Mar. 3 Dress Rehearsal
Mar. 4 Concert
Spring Concert 2011

Mar. 10

Mar. 17

Mar. 24

(2 weeks for spring break)

April 14

April 21

April 28

May 5

May 12
May 19 Dress rehearsal
May 20 Concert

MEMBERSHIP FEE

Membership fees are established by the Board of Directors and the fee for the 2010-2011 season is: $125 per member ($50 for fall, winter and spring concerts and $25 for holiday concert).  The fee includes your membership in Whidbey Island Orchestras, which allows members to vote at the annual membership meeting, which will be held at South Whidbey High School on September 16th, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.   As a member you are also eligible and encouraged to run for a seat on the board.

Running an organization such as the WICO is expensive.  Your fee combined with the efforts of the Whidbey Island Orchestras Board and advertisers make possible our music library, administration, advertising, hall rental fees, conductor and sectional coaching fees.  No one is excluded from participating in the WICO because of inability to pay.  However, each member must pay tuition, make arrangements for a payment plan, or apply for a partial scholarship.  We do not accept cash.  Please make your membership checks payable to Whidbey Orchestras and mail to P.O. Box 1451, Freeland, WA, 98249 or hand it to WIO treasurer Barbara Tunes, the orchestra coordinator, or any orchestra board member.  The fee is due prior to or at the first rehearsal of the season, or within two weeks of the season start.  

MUSICIAN AND PERFORAMANCE EXPECTATIONS

Although we play for the joy of music we also project the importance of our art to our supporters and audiences.  Therefore, there are four principal points of professionalism:


 1. 
Attending all rehearsals and concerts to the extent your schedule and health allows


 2. 
Being warmed-up and tuned with pencil, music, instrument and accessories 


ready for the downbeat at the scheduled rehearsal start


 3. 
Coming to rehearsal with all parts prepared


 4. 
Giving full and courteous attention to the conductor and your fellow musicians

Practice and Preparation: 

All orchestra members are expected to come to rehearsals with their music and instruments in order.  It is necessary to spend time practicing for rehearsals since this music is challenging, and needs both individual and group preparation.  It is expected that musicians will practice their WICO music and that there will be an audible improvement in the part each week.

Rehearsals

· All rehearsals will begin promptly at the scheduled time. Musicians should arrive at least ten minutes before the start of rehearsals to be seated and tuned

· Rehearsals will conclude at the scheduled times, provided that the rehearsal begins on time. A conductor may on rare occasions extend a rehearsal for several minutes

· Musicians should place their instruments in their cases when they are not in use

· In order to participate in a concert it is mandatory for musicians to attend dress rehearsals. This is required due to last minute changes that cannot be communicated to those who miss a dress rehearsal.
Performance Behavior
· Warm up with full and strong tone, not tentatively—however, not fortissimo either!

· Keep posture excellent-spine straight, legs uncrossed

· Jewelry should not be distracting, visually or audibly

· For the Conductor's first entrance, stand together at attention and wait to be seated

· During a solo section, don't move unnecessarily

· At the end of the piece, remain seated until signaled to stand, and smile when applauded, no matter how you feel you performed!

· Congratulate yourself for the hundreds of notes you played right, and do not berate yourself for the few you missed! Have fun sharing wonderful music with your family and friends.

Sheet Music 

WICO’s music librarian will provide a set of music for each musician prior to the first rehearsal for each concert of the season.  If a musician loses music, it is his/her responsibility to pay the replacement cost.  Members are expected to have their own folder and music at every rehearsal.  If you have questions about music, please contact music librarian Barbara Murphy at 360-678-5320 or via email at rbisland@comcast.net.

Attendance

An orchestra cannot properly prepare for a performance unless all its members work together at rehearsals.  For this reason, attendance at all rehearsals and concerts is expected and musicians are expected to be punctual and to remain for the duration of all rehearsals and concerts
Concert Attire

Ladies please wear black blouse with long sleeves and appropriate neckline (no sheer sleeves), long, full black skirts or dress slacks, black hosiery, black shoes. Gentlemen please wear a dark jacket, long-sleeved white dress shirt, black slacks, black socks, and black dress shoes.
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